Things That Are Different Are Not the Same! #2

(Where Did Jesus Tell You to Go?)

(A Message to Members of the Body of Christ)

(Preached on Wednesday Afternoon, October 7, 2020)

“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you

by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
(2 Corinthians 5:20)

“And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said
unto them, ‘Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take

up his cross, and follow me.”
(Mark 8:34)
Introduction
Brothers and sisters who are either in or who are seeking to be in Christ, we
have, (ironically since the COVID-19 Pandemic began here in the U.S.) for
the past six months sought to bring you into the excitement of living a

thriving surrendered life in Jesus: yes, as exemplified and as promised in the
Bible.
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In this pursuit, we have preached, we have prayed, we have shared videos
from places near and far. We have preached of things in Heaven and things
on Earth. We have hoped for you, we have believed and sought God for you!
And all along our aim has been single-minded, single-hearted. Our aim has
been that your life be forever changed unto joy, unto peace, unto Jesus
being “with you even unto the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:20)

Tonight, we begin with yet another approach. We will share a story from the
online pages of the world. Then, most powerfully, we will briefly share with
you related life changing truth from God. Then, finally, and only for those
present here with us tonight, we will turn off the recording and do our best
to assist you to actually interact with God: the Spirit of God, The Son of God,
God the Father. For this last portion, we will enlist the help of paper, pen,
the world wide web, and video of those whose joy in Jesus is blessedly

further on than our own.
May you... Enjoy. Be blessed. Receive. Be changed forever.

The following is a brief article from Inc.com, written by Benjamin Hardy,
Ph.D, and entitled, "2 Stories That Will Make You Stop and Rethink Your Life:
You have an endless well of untapped potential within you, just sitting

dormant.”

“A young man once approached Socrates and asked the philosopher

how he could acquire wisdom and knowledge.

"Follow me,” Socrates said in response, as he led the young man down
to the sea. The young man followed as Socrates began wading through
the water, first at ankle, then knee, then waist, and finally to shoulder
height.
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“Then, rather abruptly, Socrates grabbed the young man and dunked
him under the water. The young man struggled desperately and just

before he blacked-out, Socrates pulled him up.

“Infuriated, the young man screamed, '‘What are you doing?! Trying to
kill me?’

“Calmly, Socrates responded, 'Absolutely not. If that was my intention,

I would not have pulled you up.”’

"Then why did you just do that?’ the young man gasped.

"When you want wisdom and insight as badly as you desired that
breath of air, then you shall have it,” Socrates replied while looking the

man in the eyes. Then, he turned to the shore and walked away.

The Power of Desire

"Desire is the starting point of all achievement, not a hope, not a wish,
but a keen pulsating desire which transcends everything.’

-- Napoleon Hill

“If you want something bad enough, you'll make it happen. However,
if you don't want something that much, even the best of strategies

won't serve you.

“Unfortunately, most people are incorrectly seeking strategies of how
to get ‘success’ or some other thing. In this way, they are putting the
cart before the horse.
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“The right strategy will show itself when you are clear on what you

want. So how do you know what you want?

“Most people are waiting for an epiphany. They're waiting for someone
or something outside of them to rattle or shake them. Or they just
want a quick fix. Hence the focus on strategy and not on vision and

values.

“If you're waiting for something to ‘wake you up’ so you finally have
the passion, motivation, or desire to put your whole soul into life,

you'll be waiting a long time.

“Rather than waiting, your only chance at fully living is to proactively

do something yourself.

“"When was the last time you did a workout where you honestly put

everything into it?

“"When was the last time you really tried, I mean REALLY tried, at
anything?

“If you're like most people, you're probably putting half-thought and

half-effort into most of what you're doing.

“Paul Arden, the famed designer and author, once said, 'Don't look for
the next opportunity. The one you have in hand is the opportunity.’ He
also said, 'Too many people spend too much time trying to perfect
something before they actually do it. Instead of waiting for perfection,

run with what you got, and fix it along the way.’
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“Interestingly, research in psychology over the past few years has
made a shift. It was assumed for decades that our minds could alter
our physical state, but not the other way around. However, research is
now showing that your body, even your posture, directly influences
your mind and emotions. You change from the inside out, yes, but also

from the outside in. And you can leverage that to your benefit.

“If you want more motivation, do something about it.

“Put your heart into something. Not ;the next thing,” but the thing
right in front of you.

“Not into tomorrow's workout, but today's workout.

“Not into tomorrow's work, but today's work.

“Not into tomorrow's people, but today's people.

“"As Thomas Monson said, 'There is no tomorrow to remember if we

don't do something today.’

“Nothing feels better than trying your best. Nothing.

“In his book, The Power of Starting Something Stupid, Richie Norton
begins by telling the story of his son's death. The painful realization of
the fragility of life shook Norton. He vowed to never waste another day

of his short life again. His mantra became:

T: Today
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I: Is

M: My

E: Everything

“Thus, Norton further states, 'No more tomorrows. Today is the day.’

The Power of Now

"The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time

is now.” -- Chinese Proverb

“Look at your life.

“Where are you now compared to where you could be?

“In his book, The Little Minister, J. M. Barrie says, 'The life of every
man is a diary in which he means to write one story, and writes
another; and his humblest hour is when he compares the volume as it

is with what he vowed to make it.”

“"What should you have started last week, last month, or even last

year?

“Where would you be if you had started last week?

“"Where would you be if you had started last month?

“Where would you be if you had started last year?
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“Where would you be if you had started five years ago?

“These thoughts may be somewhat depressing, but hiding from them
isn't going to help. The brutal truth is what you must face if you're

serious about making your future better than your past.

“Your current position in life is a reflection of your previous desires,
planning, and choices. If you want a better future, you'll need to make

some immediate and powerful changes and choices right now.

“Now is the time.

“It will never be convenient to be and live how you know you should. If
it were convenient, everyone would be living at a much higher level.
There would be no internal conflict. Instead, most people continue to
wait for someone or something outside of them to wake them up or

pick them up.

“It's not going to happen for those people.

“If you want something from life, you have to want it as bad as you

want air. And you have to start TODAY.

Conclusion

“In the movie Gattaca, a young man named Vincent is born with every
disadvantage imaginable. It simply isn't his ‘fate’ to have the life he

wants.
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“"But he doesn't accept that fate. Instead, he does everything, even

risks his very life, to have the life he most deeply desires.

“"One scene in _the movie is particularly moving. Vincent and his far

genetically/mentally superior brother, Anton, swim out from the shore
of the ocean as far as they can. The first one to turn around and head
back for shore loses. Thus, they must keep in mind the energy they'll

need for the swim back.

“All throughout their lives, Vincent and Anton have had this
competition. Every time, Vincent was the one to turn around first and
swim back to shore. However, at the end of the movie, Vincent is
changed. One last time, the brothers step into the water and begin

swimming.

“Eventually, Anton cries out, 'Vincent! Vincent! Where's the shore?

We're too far out.”’

"You want to quit?’ Vincent asks.

"We're too far out!” Anton yells.

"You want to quit?’ Vincent repeats.

“Pausing and considering his safety, Anton pridefully yells, No!’

“So they keep swimming, further and further out.

“Eventually, Anton pauses and calls out, 'Vincent! How are you doing

this? Vincent, how have you done any of this? We have to go back.’
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"No, it's too late for that. We are closer to the other side,” Vincent

responds.

"What other side? Do you want to drown us both?’ Anton says in

frustration.

"You want to know how I did it? This is how I did it, Anton: I never

saved anything for the swim back,’ Vincent says resolutely.

“Terrified, Anton turns around and desperately begins swimming back
to the shore. Eventually, he starts to drown and Vincent saves him and
pulls him back to shore, swimming on his back and looking up into the

sky.

“"When was the last time you wanted something badly enough to die
for it? Similarly, when was the last time you were willing to actually

live for something?

“I'm certain there is SO MUCH in your life right now that is worth living
for. You have people in your life right now that you're taking for
granted. You have an endless well of untapped potential within you,

just sitting dormant.

“There is no next opportunity, only the one right in front of you.

“"When are you going to start living?

“Nothing can stop you once you decide what you want. But you have
to decide. To quote Napoleon Hill: 'There is one quality which one

must possess to win, and that is definiteness of purpose, the
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knowledge of what one wants, and a burning desire to possess it."

Question: Where did Jesus tell you to go?

“"Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up

his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34b)

I. Did he tell them to “enter into a house” or build a building?

“And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two
and two; ... And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an

house, there abide till ye depart from that place.” (Mark 6:7, 10)

“"Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up

his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34b)

II. Did he send them out into fresh air or coup them up indoors?

“"And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled.”

(Luke 14:23)

“"Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up

his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34b)
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III. Did they go to everyone everywhere or to “their kind” only?

“"And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after
their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his

kind: and God saw that it was good.” (Genesis 1:25)

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he

him; male and female created he them.” (Genesis 1:27)

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. ... And they went forth, and preached every where, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.

Amen.” (Mark 16:15, 20)

Conclusion

e Stop waiting:

“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for

they are white already to harvest.” (John 4:35)

e Stop sleeping:

“While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.” (Matthew

“25:5)
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e Stop being in trouble with God:

“The watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me,
they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil from
me. I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved,

that ye tell him, that I am sick of love.” (Song of Solomon 5:7-8)

OUTLINE:

Things That Are Different Are Not the Same! #2

(Where Did Jesus Tell You to Go?)

“And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said
unto them, ‘Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34)
I. Did he tell them to “enter into a house” or build a building?
II. Did he send them out into fresh air or coup them up indoors?
ITI. Did they go to everyone everywhere or to “their kind” only?
“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I
say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white

already to harvest.” (John 4:35)

WORSHIP:

Sofia Tsatalbasidis - Make me a blessing
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Opening:

All the Way My Savior Leads Me (421)

Were You there, When they Crucified my Lord?

Message:

He Gave Himself
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