
Trifling vs. Trusting

“Therefore many of them believed; also of 
honourable women which were Greeks,

and of men, not a few.”
(Acts 17:12)
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INTRODUCING...



● “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men,” (Titus 2:11)

● “And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace.” (John 1:16)



This is the fight of your life! 

● Eyes should be wide open.
● Heart should be engaged.
● Mind should be working at its optimum.

Lew Wallace, the author of Ben Hur, almost lost 



Lew Wallace, the author of Ben Hur, is an example of a 
man who almost lost his boxing match with eternity.

● Half-heartedly (i.e. not really) addressing his eternity.
● Bruised by the realized results of his apathy.
● Miraculously finally getting his head back in the fight. 



ROUND #1:
How to trifle with God in opposition.



“And the brethren immediately sent away 
Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who 
coming thither went into the synagogue of 
the Jews.” (Acts 17:10)



ROUND #2:
How to treat Jesus honestly.



“These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.” (Acts 17:11)



ROUND #3:
How to trifle with God in apathy.



“These [Thessalonians] were [not] more noble 
than [the Bereans], in that they [did not] received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and [did not 
search] the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so.” (Acts 17:11, altered for emphasis)



AND THE WINNER IS...

How to trust Jesus in faith.



“Therefore many of them believed; also of 
honourable women which were Greeks, 
and of men, not a few.” (Acts 17:12)



31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not 
be forgiven unto men.

32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be 
forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

(Matthew 12:31-32)



A RECAP OF TODAY’S FIGHT:

“For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
(John 1:17)





Ben-Hur (1959) Official Blu-Ray Trailer from 
Movieclips Classic Trailers YouTube Page

Mike Tyson is knocked out by challenger James 
"Buster" Douglas (2nd R) during their 
heavyweight title bout in Tokyo in this photo 
taken by Kyodo February 11, 1990.

Royalty free music from 
https://www.FesliyanStudios.com
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